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Laura Barbas-Rhoden, Ph.D., is Professor of Spanish at Wofford College and co-principal for the AVD 
Foundations grant for the Curriculum Fellows program. She is founder and coordinator of the 
community-based learning partnership for the Spanish program and author of numerous articles on 
pedagogy, literature, and gender studies, as well as two books, Ecological Imaginations in Latin American 
Fiction (UP of Florida, 2011) and Writing Women in Central America (U of Ohio P, 2003).  
Jennifer M. Beck is a student teaching coordinator in the Department of Teaching at the University of 
Northern Iowa and a doctoral student in Educational Leadership and Policy Studies at Iowa State 
University. Jennifer’s interests are higher education, student engagement, and first generation students. 
Christopher Andrew Bower is a graduate of Boise State University who triple-majored in Social Work, 
Political Science, and Philosophy. He is the recipient of a 2015-16 Fulbright English Teaching Assistant 
grant to Tajikistan. When not traversing the outdoors or committing global service, he works with 
various non-profits around Idaho, typically on the topic of drug prevention in youth, and aspires to 
someday be a professor of political philosophy. 
Beate Brunow, Ph.D., is an Assistant Professor of German and the Director of New Faculty Teaching 
Initiatives at Wofford College. Her research interests focus on the Scholarship of Teaching and Learning, 
language learning pedagogy, and the integration of intercultural competence into modern languages and 
study-abroad curricula. 
Kathleen E. Edwards is a research associate in the Institute for Community and Economic Engagement 
at the University of North Carolina Greensboro as well as a PhD candidate in Cultural Foundations of 
Education. Her activist-scholarship focuses on popular education, community engagement, and 
homelessness. 
Sara Winstead Fry is an associate professor of education in the department of Curriculum, Instruction, 
and Foundational Studies at Boise State University in Boise, Idaho. Her scholarly interests include 
service-learning, community engagement and citizenship education. Sara teaches courses in civic and 
ethical foundations and social studies methods. 
Julianne Gassman, Ph.D. is an associate professor in the Division of Leisure, Youth, and Human 
Services at the University of Northern Iowa (UNI). She also services the Campus Executive Director of 
UNI’s Nonprofit Leadership Alliance program and serves as an Administrative Fellow for Community 
Engagement. She has published research on service-learning in higher education and in the area of 
nonprofit management. 
Aileen Hale is the co-founder of Global Service Partnerships, facilitating international service projects in 
Belize. She taught at Boise State University in Bilingual Education, English, and Foundational Studies 
Departments for 10 years. She has facilitated international service projects in the Dominican Republic, 
Costa Rica, Honduras, Ecuador, and Mexico. She specializes in teaching English as a second language, 
teacher training, and service-learning. 
Adiya Jaffari is a graduate of Boise State University with a double major in Health Science and Pre-
Medical Studies. She received a 2015-16 Fulbright public health research grant to India to study, 
“Maternal Mortality Ratio in India: Midwifery Practices and Quality Accessible Healthcare.” She aspires 
to one day work in healthcare and advocate for holistic medicine and prevention, assisting in making 
healthcare more accessible to the underserved regions of the world. Adiya also loves to immerse herself 
in different cultures and languages and explore all the beauties of this world. 
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Jonathan Klein is a graduate student at the University of Northern Iowa studying Leisure, Youth, and 
Human Services. His research interests are the effects of youth being involved in athletics on youth 
development. Jonathan is currently a graduate assistant in the Division of Leisure, Youth, and Human 
Services. 
Jeanette Musselwhite, M.A. is a doctoral student in communication at the University of Colorado 
Boulder. Her research interests include communication activism, intercultural communication, and 
critical pedagogy. Of particular interest is how activist groups frame messages and develop partnerships 
to create social justice.  
 
Vincent Russell is a graduate student of Communication Studies at the University of North Carolina, 
Greensboro studying the ways communicative practices promote democracy and social justice. For three 
years, he was the president of the grassroots organizing effort, Participatory Budgeting Greensboro that 
secured the city’s first PB process in 2015 with $500,000 for community-inspired projects and $200,000 
in organizing funds. His community and academic writings are found on blogs, websites, and in 
the Carolinas Communication Annual. 
 
Kelli Soll is the co-founder of Global Service Partnerships, facilitating international service projects in 
Belize. She is a graduate student at Boise State University, where she earned a Master of Public 
Administration with an Environmental and Natural Resources Policy emphasis. 
 
 
